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of such obscure quackery as hapatoscopy
(divination of portents found in livers), [Aveni]
crdfts an engaging set of stories.” —Booklist

n this fascinating exploration of
occult practice, Anthony Aveni takes
the reader on a whirlwind tour
through time and space to unveil the
many ways people have used magic over
the millennia in hopes of improving their
lives. As Aveni persuasively argues, the
ancients sought what we now search for
through science and religion—a clearer
picture of humanity’s place in the cosmos.

Anthony Aveni has pioneered the study of astro-
nomical anthropology and archaeo-astronomy. The
Russell B. Colgate Professor of Astronomy and
Anthropology at Colgate University, he was voted
1982 Professor the Year by the Council for the
Advancement and Support of Education and in
1991 was named by Rolling Stone one of America’s

top ten college professors.

“For readers intrigued by the social contexts
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By Anthony Aveni

“[Mr. Aveni]’s not out to debunk ...
occult practices. Just the opposite: he
argues that magic has had a bum rap
through history . .. that ‘deep down
science and magic are perhaps more
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alike than we might care to admit.
THE NEW YORK TIMES
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